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each case an angry impatience, the people
or laity being conceived of as ignorant,
and shut off by an impassable barrier from
the practice of the mysteries. It is not
without cause that the Indian press
stigmatizes the Simla officials as an
hierarchy. A bureaucratic polity is a
sacerdotal polity. And the segregation
during a large, sometimes the greater, part
of the year of the various Governments in
sequestered hilltops is closely analogous
to the segregation of monks on sacred
mountains.
In those cool and remote hills, where
the hum of the outside world serves but
to add piquancy to the solitude, officials
must needs look on themselves more than
ever as beings apart. The tranquil official
atmosphere envelops them as with a cloud,
unruffled by the rude breath of public
criticism. In its luminous haze all official
acts appear transfigured^ official opinion
seems the sublimation of wisdom, official
interests strike as of dominant importance.
In wisdom and foresight they come to
think themselves and their coadjutators